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Part I of this discourse appeared

DURING THE PAST FEW YEARS, THE LINACRE QuARTERLY HAS INCREASED IN
QUANTITY AND, WE HOPE YOU WILL AGREE, IN QUALITY. WITH THIS HAVE
COME ADDED EXPENSES FOR PRODUCTION. TO CONTINUE TO SUPPLY THE
JOURNAL TO OUR READERS, THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE NATIONAL
FEDERATION VOTED TO INCREASE THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATE TO
$4.00. BILLING WILL REFLECT THIS CHANGE, EFFECTIVE AS OF DECE:MBER 9,
1966. WE ARE SORRY THIS IS NECESSARY BUT THE REALITY OF MOUNTING
COSTS IS NOT ABSORBED IN THE FORMER $2.00 RATE.
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"CASEMENT": A PROPOSAL TO ·THE
GUILD OF ST. LUKE OF CENTRAL CITY

LIN ACRE QuARTERLY

EUGENE
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The Guild is a unique organization .
-at least in potency- but failure
to recognize its real purposes, or to
implement them, has brought it to
what must be frankly characterized
as a moribund state. In a pluralistic
society many sincere Catholic physicians question whether, indeed, a
ghetto-like organization of physicians
united only by the common bonq of
a particular religion serves any
useful purpose. In fact, they believe
that hearing quiet witness to Catholicism in their professional and civic
activities, without formal membership in a Guild, is much to be
preferred. But actually the reasons
for existence of a Guild today,
thou~h changed, are more compelling than those adduced in the past,
whe~1. Catholic physicians felt the
need to unite almost for reasons of
self-preservation. To remain viable,
the Guild must assume responsibility
in ll reas where its unique structure
and membership can be employed
to best avail. As an example of an
appropriate area, the concept of .
"Casement" is suggested.
The problem of homosexuality
has both religious and medical facets.
It is widespread and refractory to
current methods of treatment. It is
of concern to the confessor, to the
psychiatrist, and to the public at
large. It reaches into colleges, seminaries, and the armed forces. The
priest confronted by a penitent with
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this problem has no satisfactory
guidelines for giving advice, and no
place to turn for assistance. The
psychiatrist discourages patients with
this problem for fear of building up .
a clientele of a particular type, which
might reflect adversely on his practice. Lack of information and lack
of interest have thus conspired to
lose these patients by default. The
Guild of St. Luke, by virtue of
its integrating function, professional
interest, and Catholic background,
could do much to improve the
situation.
Among the more promising methods of treatment is a group-therapy
arrangement, with a format somewhat akin to that of Alcoholics
Anonymous. Conducted under Catholic auspices, perhaps in a hospital
setting, with patients, priests, psychiatrists, and other interested individuals in attendance, and under the
aegis of the Guild, much could be
done and much could be learned.
Such a clinic or meeting might well
become a prototype for others elsewhere. It would improve the outlook
for "cure" of the Catholic patient,
since both psychiatric and moral
aspects could be covered, something
that neither priest nor psychiatrist
can do alone.
The Guild, if it considers the
project worthy of its attention, could
undertake to establish a pilot program, with interested parties invited
83
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involve money in any way, eith1r
for dues or expenses. Its very exi tence need be known only to piies·t s,
Guild members, and others wl .o
might have occasion to refer su Jjects. It would function under t.1e
Merely for purposes of ready ref- auspices of, but not under the imrr: ~ 
erence and to avoid obvious identi- diate and direct control of, the Gu ld
fication, it is suggested that the of St. Luke ·a nd its officers.
project be called simply "Casement," · "Casement" is therefore propo~ :!d
after Sir Roger Casement, the Irish not as a sole answer to the probl :m
patriot executed in 1916, who may of the relevance of the Guild in
or may not have been himself a 1967, but as a type-project t tat
victim of the problem but who cer- would increase member-participat on
tainly had enlightened ideas on its in an area of special compete 1ce
nature and tragedy. "Casement" and concern and that would con ·tiwould be primarily a service, and tute a service of peculiarly Chris 1 an
secondarily an investigative project. dimensions for persons who we
It would be publicized only by word heretofore been viewed with a •erof mouth. It would not be written tain degree of distaste.
up in the diocesan newspaper. It
would not keep records, except in a [DR. LAFORET is assistant clinical pro·
fessor of thoracic surgery, Boston Ur 'ver·
general way for purposes of evalusity School of Medicine.]
ating its effectiveness. It would not

to participate. These might include
psychiatrist members of the Guild,
non-member psychiatrists, physicians concerned with the problem,
psychologists, priests, and others;
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Health to Match Her Dedication
BY JAMES

T. Nix, M.D.

AND

C.

J. FECHER, PH.D.

This manual on medical care of
religious is a compilation of writings
by fourteen authors - each ·an
authority in the field of physical and
mental health. It represents a first
and a basic contribution to the promotion of adequate health care in
re.ligious communities. It is the
direct outgrowth of an effort
l~unched by the National FederatiOn of Catholic Physicians' Guilds
wh:n Dr. James Nix was appointed
chairman of its committee to upgrade health of clergy and religious.

F The second author, Dr. Con J.
.~her, has been the pioneer in statistical and actuarial studies of the
~ealth of nuns. His first study was
m_ 1927. In cooperation with Dr.
Nix. ~nd the Conference of Major
ReligiOus Superiors, his studies have
expanded widely since ~ 955.
The American Cancer Society has
s~ow? its confidence in the progres-

Sive Investigation by two successive
~ants for the study of cancer d~aths
In nuns.
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The scope of the manual includes:
I. A his:tory of the studies on
religious health.
2. The need for a comprehensive
health program.
3. The inauguration of a specific
health program.
4. The administration of the program and
5. Mental Health.
. Health to Match Her Dedication
a catechism of health promotion
Ion? need~ by medical, psychological, sociOlogical and administrative ancilli/ ae domini.
IS

Copy price is $1.75 _or $1.50 in
quantity.
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